
Tips for Taking Good Photos of Artwork  

        For Virtual Show Submissions 

 

Here are some tips on taking pictures of your artwork with a smartphone or other 
device: 

1) Lighting 

 Use natural daylight if possible (go outside or near a window). 

 Avoid direct sunlight which can create ‘hot spots’ on reflective surfaces. 

 Make sure you are not casting a shadow between your light source and 
your artwork. 

 Turn your flash off. 

 Remove the mat, frame and glass from your piece if possible. Otherwise, 
crop out the matt and frame. For glass, if it is not removed, then you will 
need to angle the light and camera to minimize reflection and glare. 

2) Keeping your picture level and in focus 

 Hold your device parallel over your artwork so that the angle of the device 
is the same as your art. You may want to use the grid line tool to help with 
this. 

 Back up a little and zoom in to decrease optical lens distortion where the 
edges of your canvas may look curved and the center may appear larger. 

 Use a self-timer to have the picture taken 3 to 5 seconds after you press 
the picture button (this will make sure everything is steady). 

3) Color: 

 Place the artwork against a neutral color, preferably white. Colorful 
backgrounds may reflect on your piece and alter the color.  

 If your piece has a lot of white in it and your picture takes up the entire 
space in the camera lens, the whites may come out gray. Back up a little, 
then crop out the background or adjust the exposure.   

4) Cropping:  

 Use your cropping tool to take out the mat and frame and any extra 
shadows around your artwork. The picture should be only your artwork 
without any framing or mat. 

5) The file you upload of your picture should be no bigger than 5MB. 
 

 

 



Sources: 
https://willkempartschool.com/how-to-photograph-your-paintings-with-your-iphone/ 
 
https://www.theartleague.org/blog/2015/08/13/the-zero-budget-guide-to-photographing-artwork/ 
 
https://www.google.com/search?q=tips+for+taking+pictures+of+your+art&oq=tips+for+taking+pictur
es+of+art&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l2.8417j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8 
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